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directly, and thereby Russia indirectly. He was always
very much afraid that Germany or Austria would do some-
thing to diminish Russia's prestige in the Balkans and in
Europe. It was a point on which he was very sensitive,
particularly in view of the strong Pan-Slav sentiment of
the Russian Press and the militarists, who were not wholly
friendly to him, and who might drive him from office if
he suffered a diplomatic defeat. He. did not want a repeti-
tion of anything like the Liman von Sanders episode.
However, the main matter immediately at hand, until
Austria should finally break her sphinx-like silence, was the
reception of President Poincare and M. Viviani, and the
ceremonial renewal of the Franco-Russian solidarity.
POINCARE'S VISIT TO RUSSIA
In January, 1914, at the height of the Liman von
Sanders crisis, the French had asked Sazonov when it would
be convenient for President Poincare to repeat the summer
visit to Russia, which he had made in August, 1912, shortly
before the outbreak of the Balkan War. It was finally
arranged that he should arrive at Kronstadt at 2 P. M.
on July 20, and leave at 11 P. M. on July 23.6 When the
Sarajevo assassination occurred the French Cabinet raised
the question whether it was desirable for him to leave
France, but decided, as did the Kaiser in going on his
northern cruise, that it would seriously alarm public opinion
as to the European situation, if important arrangements
long announced should be abandoned.7 Jean Jaures, how-
ever, the veteran French Socialist and historian, distrusting
the policies of Izvolski and Poincare, refused to vote credits
for the trip, declaring that it was dangerous for France to
become increasingly entangled in adventurous Near East
questions, and in treaty arrangements of which the French
6 Poincare, IV, 3-6, 221-285; KD,, 96, 108; Paleologue, I, 1-19.
7 Poincare, IV, 211; Les Origines de la Guerre, 197 ff.